
To the City of New Haven Board of Alders, 

The New Haven Symphony Orchestra would like to make a gift of a musical toy/sculpture to the city 
in honor of its outgoing Music Director, Alasdair Neale. Attached is a photo of the type of musical 
toy that we have in mind. This donation has met with the approval of the Historic Wooster Square 
Association, Sarah B. Greenblatt, chair. 

Alasdair was a critical part of the NHSO’s transition though COVID, and an important voice in 
shaping the Symphony’s current mission of enriching New Haven’s cultural landscape through 
exceptional performances and education programs that reflect the richly diverse communities that 
make up our City. 

New Haven has a strong, more relevant symphony thanks to Alasdair’s unique ability to pursue 
artistic excellence while championing community engagement and representative programming. 
We would like to highlight two specific instances. His first concert as Music Director, in June 
2019,  brought the local group St. Luke’s Steel Band and world renown artists Tiempo Libre together 
for a free concert on the New Haven Green that reached thousands of listeners,  The second, in 
2022, was a post-COVID salute to front line workers of the pandemic. In addition to recruiting 
Broadway star Brian Stokes Mitchell and opera diva Harolyn Blackwell to sing at the event, Mr. 
Neale worked for a year with local composer Anton Kot’s as he composed his very first work for a 
symphony orchestra, “Let’s Try This”.  This concert was one of many instances where Mr. Nelae 
brought the City together to celebrate a partnership that celebrated the rich, diverse cultural 
traditions of our City.  

 Additionally, when Covid-19 interrupted his first season, he invited musicians to play in storefronts 
for sidewalk audiences, hosted a Listening Club online, and invited audiences to gather safely for 
concerts such as the Music at Canal Dock boathouse series. This provided musical nourishment 
and the opportunity for community at a time of social isolation for our residence 

Per communication with the Department of Parks and Recreation, this sculpture would be installed 
in-kind by the city in Wooster Memorial Park. We happily invite the city to recommend a specific 
location in the park for this sculpture. 

As part of the installation, we also request the installation of a plaque outlining the intention of this 
gift to honor Alasdair. Pending approval of the Parks Commission and the Board of Alders, the 
plaque would read: 

In honor of Alasdair Neale 
Music Director, New Haven Symphony Orchestra 2019-2024 
for sharing his music with the New Haven community 

We appreciate you taking the time to consider this proposal. The staff and musicians of the 
symphony feel immense gratitude for their time with Alasdair and would welcome the opportunity 
to honor him. We look forward to your decision. 

Richard Hagemann 

{He|Him|His} 



Executive Assistant 
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