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NEW HAVEN CITY PLAN COMMISSION ADVISORY REPORT 
  

RE: ORDER AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR OF THE CITY OF NEW HAVEN 

to enter into a multiyear agreement with New England Smart Energy Group, LLC 

in order to provide energy efficiency and home electrification services to New 

Haven residents. 

 

 Submitted by: Steven Winter, Executive Director Office of Climate & Sustainability 

 

REPORT:  1654-08 
ADVICE:  Approve 

 

BACKGROUND 

A key strategy of the Carbon Free Future Program in the City’s American Rescue Plan Local 

Recovery Fund (ARPA) is the implementation of energy efficiency and home electrification 

improvements for impacted or disproportionately impacted households residing in one to four 

family buildings. These buildings predominate the City’s federally designated disadvantaged 

communities and are generally older housing units in need of investment. Removing barriers to 

energy efficiency such as mold, asbestos, and knob and tube wiring and making energy 

efficiency and electrification improvements not only lower residents’ energy bills but also 

improve public health and enhance resiliency. 

The City has selected New England Smart Energy Group, LLC (NESEG) an Energize CT vendor 

with expertise in energy assessments and completing installations of heat pumps to shift homes 

to high efficiency, all-electric heating and cooling systems. 

The $1.6M agreement through December 31, 2026 between NESEG and the City of New Haven 

would aim to leverage Energize CT funding and ARPA funding to complete over 1,500 energy 

assessments and install more than 150 heat pumps and 70 heat pump water heaters in New 

Haven. Special focus for marketing would be placed on reaching residents in DEEP-designated 

environmental justice census tracts in West Rock/West Hills, Newhallville, Dixwell, the Hill, 

Fair Haven, and the Annex neighborhoods. 

PLANNING CONSIDERATIONS 

The New Haven vision 2025 plan stresses the importance of preserving existing high-quality 

housing stock, and enhancing the quality of distressed, privately-owned property. The Housing 

and Neighborhood Planning topic in particular refers to the need to rehabilitate existing housing 

stock to promote home ownership especially among residents with low and moderate incomes. 

Authorizing this agreement would do much to improve the quality of New Haven’s older housing 

stock, while creating tangible sustainability impacts. The social benefit of healthier, comfortable, 

and affordable homes is evident. This partnership with New England Smart Energy Group, LLC 

is an opportunity to further each of these action areas. 
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ADVICE          

Authorization of this multiyear agreement aligns with the City’s Comprehensive Plan and the State 

of Connecticut’s goals.    

 

ADOPTED: September 5, 2024  ATTEST: ____________________________ 

  Leslie Radcliffe                Laura Brown 

  Chair     Executive Director, City Plan Department 
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