ELISSA MATTHEWS elissa.l.matthews@gmail.com
200 Kohary Drive, New Haven, CT 06515 203-397-0876

August 18, 2022

Dear Mayor Elicker,

It was a pleasure meeting you last month at Albertus Magnus during Dr. Jill Biden’s visit to our
Horizons program. I am a rising sophomore who interned this summer for the first time working
with first graders from New Haven Public Schools. However, I myself attended the program
starting in my kindergarten year at the Davis School through 8" grade. This summer was amazing
as [ had the opportunity to return and not only be a role model for the younger students but read to
them to help them with their academics as well as work with them on their swimming skills.
Horizons at Foote has exposed me to so much and I am now A Better Chance Scholar at the
Hopkins School.

I am writing because a fellow student, Tristan Ward, mentioned the opportunity to become a part
of the Youth Commission and I would like the opportunity to serve my community. My
experiences as a student and an intern at Horizons will serve me well on the commission. My goal
is to become an oncologist one day and return to my community. I have had the fortune to learn
and grow in New Haven, CT which is a city that values its citizens. Being able to become a
member of the Youth Commission would allow me to expand my knowledge, as well as make a
contribution to the young people of my city which are our future.

Thank you for your time and consideration of my application. I know that I can make a significant
contribution to your team. I learn quickly and will bring a commitment to work hard on this
commission.

Sincerely,

Elissa Matthews


http://www.elijahmatthews.com/

ELISSA MATTHEWS elissa.l. matthews@gmail.com

200 Kohary Drive, New Haven, CT 06515 203-397-0876
EDUCATION
The Hopkins School New Haven, CT
High School Diploma Expected, June 2025
A Better Chance Scholar 2021 — Present
INTERNSHIPS
Horizons at Foote School, NewHaven, CT Summer 2022

e Alumni summer intern for a national summer enrichment program serving students of color from New
Haven Public Schools which I attended from K-8% grade. Working with first graders in academic skills
and swimming lessons.

EXTRA CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

UCONN Aetna HPPI Jumpstart Doctors Academy 2022-2023
e Participated in Doctors Academy program for students interested in medicine.

Maroon in Medicine at Hopkins 2022-2023

e Club I founded to provide resources to increase the number of students underrepresented in
medicine with a goal to increase the number of doctors of color.

Yale Urban Debate League Summer 2022
e Participated in debate league to enhance my critical thinking and public speaking skills.

Hopkins Drama Association 2022 — Present
e Ensemble cast of school’s production of Les Misérables and Romeo and Juliet.

Elon Emerging Journalists Program 2021-2022

e  Online monthly sessions with journalists discussing current events, learning interviewing skills and
how to structure articles.

Health Professions Recruitment Exposure Program (HPREP) at Yale University 2021-2022

e Nation-wide high school enrichment program where we discussed health outcomes in
disadvantaged communities and how to increase minority representation in health professions.

MIT HSSP Summer 2022 and 2021
e Attended various online courses taught by MIT students in topics ranging from Crusades to
Epidemiology.
COMMUNITY SERVICE
Martha’s Place 2022 — Present

e Prepare meals monthly with my family for a women’s shelter in New Haven, CT which houses 15-
20 women and children.

AWARDS

National Spanish Examinations 2021 - 2022
e  Silver Medalist for Level 2 National Spanish Exam.
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