
Jackie Downing is the Director of Grantmaking and Nonprofit Support for The Community 

Foundation for Greater New Haven.  She has been on the staff of The Community Foundation for 

more than ten years. She divides her time between supporting the competitive grantmaking process 

and strengthening nonprofits through capacity building programs, workshops, giveGreater.org® and 

technical assistance.  A graduate of Southern Connecticut State University, Jackie started her 

professional career at the New Haven Symphony Orchestra.  She went on to be Development and 

Program Director at the Dixwell Community “Q” House, and Development Director at her alma 

mater Sacred Heart Academy.  She spent four years the Deputy then Chief Administrative Officer 

for the Town of Hamden in the Amento administration, and five years in Fund Development at the 

Greater New Haven Community Loan Fund (now Capital for Change). Jackie has served on the 

Advisory Board of Sisters’ Journey, co-chaired the Hamden School Readiness Council and has 

served on the Board of Directors of the Hamden Land Conservation Trust and the Hamden Arts 

Commission.  She volunteers with Hamden’s Whitney Players, the New Haven Ballet and is the 

Governance Chair and member of the City of New Haven’s Q House Advisory Board.  


