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Order: LM-2021-0022

File Number: LM-2021-0022

ORDER OF THE NEW HAVEN BOARD OF ALDERS ADOPTING, APPROVING, AND
ENDORSING THE REPORT AND RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE WORKING GROUP
ON RACISM AS A PUBLIC HEALTH ISSUE THE BOARD OF ALDERS AND THE CITY
ADMINISTRATION SUPPORTING AND FACILITATING THE ONGOING EFFORTS OF
THE WORKING GROUP ON RACISM AS A PUBLIC HEALTH ISSUE TO IMPLEMENT
THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF ITS REPORT AT THE LOCAL, STATE, AND
NATIONAL LEVELS.

WHEREAS: on January 4, 2021, the Board of Alders’ Working Group on Racism as a Public
Health Issue submitted its final report and recommendations to the Board of Alders.

AND WHEREAS: the working group, co-chaired by Alder Darryl J. Brackeen, Jr., conducted
meetings and hearings throughout 2020 and early 2021 in order to create its report which
included several dozen recommendations including:

« COVID-19 testing of all New Haven Public Schools students and staff to support education
of all children in New Haven and prioritize vaccine, outreach, distribution and education.

» Rename the city’s Affirmative Action Commission as the Commission on Diversity, Equity,
and Inclusion with funding of $75,000.

» Expand the New Haven Health Department’s "Health in All Policies" program and assess
Yale New Haven Hospital's Community Benefit requirements to ensure that health
improvement funds are strategically flow into Black and Brown communities.

* Support for development of Black and Brown businesses, as well as expanding cash
assistance under Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF).

» Continue implementing recommendations of the Alders’ Affordable Housing Task Force and
support statewide advocacy efforts to reduce segregation by creating more affordable
housing in affluent suburban towns.

» Reduce food apartheid and insecurity, both of which are related to low-cost and low-nutrient
foods such as sugar-sweetened beverages which are disproportionately marketed to Black
and Hispanic/Latinx communities causing negative health outcomes like obesity,
hypertension).

«» Guarantee healthy food for every public school student, three times a day, 365 days a year,
with special attention to providing “gap” meals during times when children are out of school
(such as vacation and summer breaks.

« Improve public transportation and access to work sites for minority communities.

AND WHEREAS: this matter was referred to the Health & Human Services Committee, which
conducted a public hearing, duly noticed, on January 28, 2021 at which Alders voted to issue
a favorable report on the report and recommendations, as amended.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDERED that the Board of Alders hereby adopts, approves and
endorses the report and recommendations of the Working Group on Racism as a Public
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Health Issue; and
BE IT FURTHER ORDERED that the Board of Alders and the City Administration shall

support and facilitate the ongoing efforts of the Working Group on Racism as a Public Health
Issue to implement the recommendations of its report at the local, state, and national levels.

This Order LM-2021-0022 was enacted by Board of Alders on 2/16/2021

Attest, City Clerk ?/L/ C/ ,g/ Date O / Q / o |
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Signed, City Clerk

Signed, Mayor
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