City of New Haven

Office of Management and Budget
Attn: Public Comment

165 Church Street

New Haven, CT 06510
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through Independence Northwest's Housing Opportunities Program. | am writing in strong opposition
to the City of New Haven's proposed 50% cut to Independence Northwest's rental assistance
program. The stated reason for the cut is to keep more funds in New Haven. They are currently

retaining 76% of HOPWA funding. If this cut is approved, an estimated 20 people in the Waterbury
area won't be able to afford their current monthly rent.
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The City of New Haven receives the federal HOPWA funding for housing services on behalf of the
entire county, which includes the Waterbury area. The harm this cut will cause is made worse since |
have had less than 90 days to figure out how or where | am going to live. | urge you to restore

$210,000.00 in funding to Independence Northwest's Housing Opportunities Program so I'm not
homeless.
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My name is kr\('l’Hvr«l\( Pkég and | live in ]K\(/flb H‘k\fé'h[ . | receive rental assistance

through Independence Northwest's Housing Opportunities Program. | am writing in strong opposition
to the City of New Haven'’s proposed 50% cut to Independence Northwest’s rental assistance
program. The stated reason for the cut is to keep more funds in New Haven. They are currently
retaining 76% of HOPWA funding. If this cut is approved, an estimated 20 people in the Waterbury
area won't be able to afford their current monthly rent.
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The City of New Haven receives the federal HOPWA funding for housing services on behalf of the
entire county, which includes the Waterbury area. The harm this cut will cause is made worse since |
have had less than 90 days to figure out how or where | am going to live. | urge you to restore
$210,000.00 in funding to Independence Northwest's Housing Opportunities Program so I'm not
homeless.
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My name is >0S€ M Z/OQO and | live in MO\T@MY . | receive rental assistance
through Independence Northwestd Housing Opportunities Program. | am writing in strong opposition
to the City of New Haven’s proposed 50% cut to Independence Northwest’s rental assistance
program. The stated reason for the cut is to keep more funds in New Haven. They are currently
retaining 76% of HOPWA funding. If this cut is approved, an estimated 20 people in the Waterbury
area won't be able to afford their current monthly rent.
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The City of New Haven receives the federal HOPWA funding for housing services on behalf of the
entire county, which includes the Waterbury area. The harm this cut will cause is made worse since |
have had less than 90 days to figure out how or where | am going to live. | urge you to restore
$210,000.00 in funding to Independence Northwest's Housing Opportunities Program so I'm not
homeless.
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City of New Haven

Office of Management and Budget
Attn: Public Comment

165 Church Street

New Haven, CT 06710

My name Carmen Bernardi and | live in Waterbury. | receive rental assistance through Independence
Northwest’s Housing Opportunities Program. | am writing in strong opposition to the City of New
Haven'’s proposed 50% cut to the Independence Northwest rental assistance program. The stated reason
for the cut is to keep more funds in New Haven. They are currently retaining 76% of the HOPWA
funding. If this cut is approved an estimated 20 people in the Waterbury area won’t be able to afford
their current monthly rent.

This cut will harm me because | am HIV positive and a Senior Citizen in the City of Waterbury. | live on
Social Security Disability. 1am barely making ends meet with the assistance that | receive from
Independence Northwest, as it is. My landlord increases the rend yearly as most do.

If funding is cut from Independence Northwest and | lose my rental assistance my Social Security
Disability check will only cover my rent and ever increasing electric and gas bill. This will leave me little
to no money left for other necessities one needs to survive.

This program saved me from being homeless and now | am faced with the fear of living on the streets
again. Rents are so high my Social Security Disability check alone can’t pay the cost of rents anymore.
Never mind the medical, prescriptions, food, transportation, personal hygiene items | need to take care

of my condition. Additionally, the added stress is detrimental to my fragile health which is always on my
mind.

In Closing, | beg you to reconsider any cuts that affect the HIV population in New Haven County including
Waterbury, especially Independence Northwest. Safe Clean Housing is critical to maintaining my health.

Carmen Bernardi 4/28/2024
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