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April 15, 2024

Honorable Tyisha Walker-Myers

President, City of New Haven
Board of Aldets

165 Church Street,

New Haven, CT 06510

Dear President Walker-Myers:

I would like to respectfully submit to the Board of Alders the following communication to designate
Park Street and South Frontage Road as “Fred Harris Way” in honor of a prominent community
activist in New Haven.

Mzr. Harris’s life and work embodied the spirit of social justice and community empowerment in New
Haven’s history. From his eatly involvement in the civil rights movement to his founding of the Hill
Parents Association, and his contribution to the establishment of the Hill Health Center. Mr. Harris was
hired as Special Assistant to the Director of the Connecticut Mental Health Center in April of 1969. In this
role, Mr. Harris sought to facilitate a stronger relationship between the CMHC and the Black and
undetserved residents of the area.

In the sixties he became deeply engaged with organized and civil rights groups, notably the Black Panther
Party. In response to Mayor Richard C. Lee’s urban renewal programs of the 1950s, which specifically
discriminated against low-income populations of color, Mr. Hatris ran for a seat on the Connecticut
General Assembly in 1966. Duting his campaign, he advocated for policies aimed at addressing pollution,
environmental degradation, tax burdens, and unaffordable housing.

His work offers valuable lessons for our community, particularly for younger generations. Therefore, I ask
that the Board approve this communication and recognize the work that Fred Harris has done and
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and recognize him by naming the corner of Park Street and South Frontage Road “Fred Harnis Way”.
Thank you for your consideration of this proposal.

Respectfully submitted,

s

Honorable Ron Hurt,
Alder, Ward 3




