








   
 

                                                                                                                             
Attachment A to Variance Application 

 
IV.    Precise Variance(s) Sought 
 
Permit construction of sloped entry walkway, entry terrace and entry stairs to within 0 feet, 6 
inches of front property line and within 17 foot required front yard.  

 
VII.  Difficulty or Unreasonable Hardship 
 
The applicant, Yale University, seeks a variance in connection with the construction of a sloped 
entry walkway, entry terrace and entry stairs which will provide access to the front entrance of 
the Ray Tompkins House.  The Ray Tompkins House fronts Tower Parkway.  (The parcel which 
is the subject of this application (Assessor’s M/B/L:  281/0329/00600, 70 York Square Place) 
(the “Property”) abuts both Tower Parkway and York Square Place and also contains the Payne 
Whitney Gymnasium.  The University uses an address of 20 Tower Parkway for the Ray 
Tompkins House and 70 Tower Parkway for the Payne Whitney Gymnasium.)  The proposed 
improvements will be partially located within the required 17 foot front yard and will extend to 
within 0 feet, 6 inches of the front property line adjacent to Tower Parkway.  The proposed 
improvements may include handrails.  The proposed ADA compliant improvements will replace 
the existing exterior entry area improvements at the front of the building, which are located 
partially within the front yard.   

 
The size, shape and configuration of the Property and of the existing building, which predates 
zoning, present difficulty and unreasonable hardship in a number of respects.  It is not feasible to 
move the proposed entry improvements farther from the front property line as this would result 
in the placement of the entry/exit point of the sloped pedestrian entry walkway in close 
proximity to vehicles utilizing the existing vehicular entry drive that is adjacent to the building.  
The proposed location of the improvements will prevent conflicts between pedestrians and 
vehicles.  In addition, moving the proposed improvements inward towards the building would 
require the removal of a very large tree located on the Property.     
 
The requested variance is in harmony with the surrounding area and will promote accessible 
entry to the building and the protection of pedestrian access areas.  The requested variance will 
also provide necessary support to the function of the University, a use allowed by right in the 
RM-2 district.   
 
VIII.  Circumstances Peculiar to the Property 
 
The front property line is irregular in shape.  In addition, the shape of the existing building, 
which predates zoning, is irregular and the building is not a uniform distance from the property 
line.      
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IX.  Conditions and Safeguards 
 
In accordance with the City’s requirements.  
 
X.  Harmony with Ordinance 
 
The proposed front entry improvements are appropriate for the RM-2 district, which allows 
university use by right.  The requested variance will improve accessibility to the existing 
building.  The properties on the opposite side of Tower Parkway and York Square Place are 
educational facilities owned by Yale University.  The relief requested is in harmony with the 
general purpose and intent of the Zoning Ordinance.  In addition, the public health, safety and 
general welfare will be served and substantial justice done through the requested relief.   
 
 


